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General Pabst, a shrewd and rational colleague with long experience
in Japan, he said that in his opinion the Japanese Navy, imbued
as it is with patriotic and chauvinistic fervour and with a desire to
emulate the deeds of the Army in order not to lose caste with the
public, would be perfectly capable of descending upon and occupying
Guam at a moment of crisis or, indeed, at any other moment, re-
gardless of the ulterior consequences.
I do not think that such an insane step is likely now, yet the
action of the Army in Manchuria, judged from the point of view of
treaty rights and international comity, might also have been judged
as insensate. The important fact is that under present circumstances,
and indeed under circumstances which may continue in future
(although the pendulum of chauvinism throughout Japanese history
has swung to and fro in periodic cycles of intensity and temporary
relaxation), the armed forces of the country are perfectly capable
of overriding the restraining control of the Government and of com-
mitting what might well amount to national hara-kiri in a mistaken
conception of patriotism.
When Japanese speak of Japan's being the " stabilizing factor "
and the " guardian of peace " of East Asia, what they have in mind
is a Pax Japonica with eventual complete commercial control and, in
the minds of some, eventual complete political control of East Asia.
While Ambassador Saito may have been misquoted in a recent issue
of the Philadelphia Bulletin as saying that Japan will be prepared
to fight to maintain that conception of peace, nevertheless that is
precisely what is in the minds of many Japanese to-day. There is a
swashbuckling temper in the country, largely developed by military
propaganda, which can lead Japan during the next few years, or in
the next few generations, to any extremes unless the saner minds in
the Government prove able to cope with it and to restrain the country
from national suicide.
The efficacy of such restraint is always problematical. Plots
against the Government are constantly being hatched. We hear,
for instance, that a number of young officers of the 3rd Infantry
Regiment and students from the Military Academy in Tokyo were
found on November 22 to have planned to assassinate various high
members of the Government, including Count Makino, and that
students of the Military Academy were confined to the school area
for a few days after the discovery of that plot. A similar alleged plot
to attack the politicians at the opening of the extraordinary session
of the Diet—another May 15 incident—is also said to have been
discovered and nipped in the bud. Such plots aim to form a military
dictatorship. It is of course impossible to substantiate these rumours,
but they are much talked about and it is unlikely that so much smoke
would materialize without some fire.
I wish that more Americans would come out here and live here
and gradually come to sense the real potential risks and dangers of
the situation instead of speaking and writing academically on a

